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The Congregation of Saint Michael the Archangel 
(CSMA), also known as the Michaelites, is a 
community of brothers and priests who continue 
the work of Jesus Christ in their primary ministry of 

caring for children and the youth, especially those who are 
neglected both spiritually and materially. 

We strive to bring God’s Word to His people to strengthen and 
encourage them on their spiritual journeys. We teach prudence, 
perseverance, and diligence, and show that a life with God is a life 
well lived. 

The Michaelite spirituality can be summed up by two key mottos: 
“Who is like God!” and “Moderation and Work!”. The first 
expresses an infinite amazement of God’s majesty and the power 
of our conviction to serve Him. The second encourages us to realise 
our full potential, glorifying God by the fruit of our labours despite 
our limitations by relying on his providence and mercy. 

Currently, Michaelites are ministering in 15 countries in 5 
continents. 

Blessed Father Bronislaw Markiewicz 
The Founder of the Congregation 

Feast Day: 30th of January 



Childhood and Youth 

Bronislaw Bonaventure Markiewicz was born into a middle-class 
family in Southern Poland, in 1842. His parents were deeply 
religious. Our Lady of Czestochowa held a place of honour in the 
family’s home and life. In front of her icon the whole family would 
gather daily to pray. In Przemysl, on the 3rd of May 1863, the young 
Markiewicz was gifted with a revelation which proved to be a 
turning point in his life. Fr Markiewicz later described the mystical 
experience as an encounter with the “Angel of Poland”, who 
revealed to him future events in which he would have a major role. 
Its full meaning was slowly unveiled through the years as the 
realization of God’s plans. Markiewicz abandoned his desire to 
enlist in the army and decided to offer his life in the service of God 
by entering the seminary. 

Priestly Ministry 

As Markiewicz went through theological and spiritual formation, 
he kept his profound inner experience close in his heart. On the 15th 
of September 1867, he received priestly ordination. In 1870, Fr 
Markiewicz was transferred from Harta to Przemysl, where he 
became deeply involved in charitable service in his role as a curate 
in the Cathedral. He visited neighbouring villages to catechize the 
children, the youth, and adults. He placed great emphasis on loving 
the Eucharist as well as participation in the Mass. He offered much 
of his time to simple, poor people because of his desire to bring 
them closer to Jesus especially through the sacraments. His second 
role was as prison chaplain. Impressed with his zeal and 
determination, the diocesan authorities selected Fr Markiewicz for 
further studies in Lviv and later in Cracow. After this, Fr 
Markiewicz became a parish priest and then professor of Pastoral 
Theology. 



Meeting with Saint John Bosco 

After many years of dedicated study and pastoral duties, Fr 
Markiewicz was still searching for his place in the Church. He 
believed that he had a mission to fulfil based on the memory of the 
mystical experience he had in his youth. Following through with 
this holy desire, Fr Markiewicz went to Italy in 1885, where he met 
with St John Bosco. This saint had a great impact on Fr Markiewicz, 
and they developed a deep spiritual friendship. Once Fr 
Markiewicz discovered the charism of the Salesian community, he 
decided to join them and thus remained in Italy for the next seven 
years. Then, unexpectedly, he became seriously ill. 

Return to Poland and Care for the Young 

In 1892, on doctors’ advice, Fr 
Markiewicz returned to his native 
diocese where, with the consent of 
his religious superiors, the bishop 
appointed him as parish priest in a 
small village called Miejsce. He 
was especially welcoming to the 
disadvantaged youth of the village, 
and soon there was a growing group of orphan boys living, praying, 
and working in the parish compound. After a few years, their 
number had increased dramatically, and the decision was made to 
build a place for them. Fr Markiewicz organized them in the same 
way that the Salesian institutions were then operating under Fr 
John Bosco. All the boys engaged in study or manual work that 
prepared them for adulthood. When Fr Bosco passed away, Fr 
Markiewicz’s work with the orphans (in some of the most poverty 
stricken and oppressed parts of rural Poland), was deemed to be 
incompatible with the intentions of the Superiors of the Salesian 
Order and thus they decided to close the orphanage in Miejsce. In 



1897, to prevent the boys from becoming homeless again, Fr 
Markiewicz registered his institution as the Society of 
“Temperance & Work” and asked the local Bishop to recognize it 
as a new Religious Order in the Diocese. 

The Founding of the Congregation 

Establishment of the Religious Institute 

Over the next 15 years, Fr Markiewicz had to grapple with 
numerous obstacles. However, he was always confident that he was 
called to establish a new religious congregation, and he instilled this 
confidence in his collaborators and followers. He showed them 
how his ideas could be implemented. He gathered the 
disadvantaged youth, built hospices and schools for them, initially 
in Miejsce and then in Warsaw and Cracow, where he followed the 
program started by John Bosco. He improved on the program and 
created one of the most famous educational institutions and most 
highly regarded educational program for children because it was 
found to be very effective in practice. He educated hundreds of 
boys and girls, acting with profound apostolic zeal by presenting 
them with Christian holiness of life as a very concrete goal. This 
harmony between education and holiness is the most important 
characteristic of his system. And so the work of the Congregation 
has begun. 

Approval of the Congregations 

After the death of Fr Markiewicz (1912) the leadership of the 
Institution was passed on to Fr Walenty Michulka, a former pupil 
working in the United States. In 1919, Fr Anthony Sobczak was 
elected as Superior. He gained special merit in the Congregation 
because under his leadership the Society “Temperance & Work” 
was recognized by the Bishop of Cracow as the Diocesan Religious 



“Congregation of St Michael the Archangel” (1921). One year later 
the Constitutions of the Congregation was approved. In 1928 the 
female branch of the Congregation received recognition from the 
Church. Today both Congregations, with Papal approval, are 
fulfilling their apostolate in the Church. 

The newly approved Congregations continued their educational 
activity up until the World War II, which brought persecutions, 
vexations, destruction of projects and extermination of people. 
Two of the twelve Michaelites killed during the war, Frs. Wojciech 
Nierychlewski and Wladyslaw Bladzinski have now been beatified 
as martyrs of the Church. After the war, the communists who 
gained power in Poland set a vicious attack on the Church and its 
structures. The Michaelites lost all but two of their schools, 
orphanages and institutions. In order to survive, Superior General 
Fr John Zawada (elected 1952), directed his confreres into pastoral 
work in parishes. Thanks to this move, the Michaelites would 
endure and move on to “better” times. 

In 1974, Fr Aleksander Ogrodnik, who was working in Canada, was 
elected as the new Superior General, and inspired the renewal of 
identity and instilled the idea of working abroad. During his 12 
years in office, the Congregation achieved a stabilization in 
resources and personnel, and saw an increase in vocations. This 
positive trend continues under the leadership of the consecutive 
Superior Generals: 1986-1992 Fr Jan Chrapek (became a Bishop, 
died 2001); 1992-2004 Fr Kazimierz Tomaszewski; 2004-2016 Fr 
Kazimierz Radzik and Fr Dariusz Wilk 2016- present day. 

Legacy 

Fr Markiewicz was often heard to say: We will go wherever God 
calls us! Today members of the Michaelite family, priests, religious 
brothers and sisters are to be found in 15 countries outside of 



Poland: Belarus, Ukraine, Austria, Switzerland, Italy, Germany, 
Argentina, Paraguay, Dominican Republic, Curacao, Aruba, 
Puerto Rico, Canada, Australia and Papua New Guinea. 

Almost half of the Michaelite members are currently working in 
countries not of their own origin and culture, with almost ten per 
cent of vocations coming from indigenous countries. With this 
promising development and the treading of new ground, they 
continue the work that began more than a century ago, to spread 
the good news of the Gospel, proclaiming it in the spirit of their 
Blessed Founder: “God above all.” 

Michaelites in the Pacific Region 

The Pacific Vice Province of of Mary Help of Christians 
of the Congregation of Saint Michael, the Archangel 

Established on the 19th of June 2013 

Papua New Guinea 

The male Congregation of St Michael the 
Archangel started ministry in the Antipodes in 
1970 with the arrival of Fr Stanislaw Śnieżek. 
He was on his own until 1977 when Fr Ludwik 
Wypasek and Fr Zdzislaw Kruczek joined him 
in pastoral work in the Diocese of Mount 

Hagen (which was made archdiocese in 1982). 

In 1986, the Michaelites started missionary work in the 
neighboring diocese of Wabag in the parish of Wanepap where Fr 
Kruczek was assigned as parish priest. Fr Janusz Bieńiek arrived in 
PNG at the end of 1988, after a year-long English course in Sydney, 
initially with the intention of eventually supervising the Wood 
Technical School in Wanepap, which was then under the care of 



the Verbists (SVD). But first he was assigned to neighboring Kasap 
Parish for pastoral introduction. After a fire, the Technical School 
came under secular management, so in 1990, Fr Bieńiek was 
appointed parish priest of Kasap Parish. From 1989-1990 Fr 
Kruczek completed his doctoral studies at the Academy of Catholic 
Theology (ATK) in Warsaw. Upon his return, he continued as 
parish priest in Wanepap, and from 1991 he taught at the 
Archdiocesan Seminary in Mount Hagen. 

In 1990, two more Michaelites, Fr Bogdan Świerczewski and Fr 
Edward Zawada, arrived in PNG and were sent to support the 
parishes of Sikiro and Par. 

In 1992, Fr Zawada replaced Fr Kruczek in Wanepap, when the 
latter left for the General Chapter and then habilitation studies for 
one year at the Catholic University of Lublin. In the same year, Fr 
Świerczewski moved to Kasap, where he became the director of the 
Interdiocesan Vocation Center newly founded by Fr Bieńiek. He 
held this position until 1993, when he was appointed parish priest 
of Wanepap. Fr Zawada left the Congregation in 1993. 

Fr Kruczek, after receiving his habilitation diploma, returned to 
PNG and continued giving lectures at the seminary. In 1994, on the 
land leased from the Archdiocese of Mount Hagen, he supervised 
the construction of the monastery in Rebiamul. The canonically 
erected Religious House became active on the 1st of January 1996. 
The first Local Superior was Fr Kruczek. He was in office for three 
terms. The community started publishing the annual "Mi-cha-el 
CSMA" in 1995 which was edited by Fr Kruczek, and later by Fr 
Bieńiek. In early 1996, Fr Bieńiek commenced doctoral studies in 
the philosophy of religion at the University of Sydney. 

In July 1996, Fr Marian Cieciwa was appointed parish priest of 
Kasap. In the second semester of 1996 the Michaelites undertook 



academic work at the Catholic University of the Divine Word in 
Madang, where Fr Bieńiek conducted lectures until 2015 when he 
was replaced by Fr Kruczek. In August 2004, Fr Józef Pękala, who 
arrived in PNG in May of the previous year was appointed parish 
priest in Wanepap. In January 2005, Fr Świerczewski was 
appointed Local Superior and remained in this office for the next 
three terms. In 2006, with the arrival of the newly ordained Fr 
Paweł Kopczyński, who became parish priest in Kasap, the 
Congregation resumed pastoral work in the Archdiocese of Mount 
Hagen in the parish of Kuli, where Fr Świerczewski became the 
parish priest. 

In 2007, the novitiate was established at the Religious House in 
Mount Hagen with Fr Kruczek as novice master. In the same year, 
the community in PNG became part of the “In the Pacific” 
Delegation newly established by the Superior General, Fr 
Kazimierz Tomaszewski, with Fr Bieńiek as Superior. In December 
2008, Fr Grzegorz Jaślowski came to PNG who, after a year-long 
missionary introduction in several parishes in the Archdiocese of 
Mount Hagen, was appointed parish priest in Kasap in May 2009. 
He replaced Fr Kopczyński, who for health reasons had to leave 
PNG and move to Australia. 

On April 14, 2009, the first part of a new building in the Religious 
House, which was intended as Formation House for candidates to 
the Congregation, was consecrated by the local ordinary, 
Archbishop Doug Young. In 2010, Fr Świerczewski took part in the 
proceedings of the 20th General Chapter as an elected delegate of 
the community. 

In January 2011, the first New Guinean Michaelite, Peter Kaupa, 
was ordained into the priesthood by Archbishop Doug Young. At 
the same time, Thomas Lasen made his final profession as a 
religious brother. Father General Kazimierz Radzik was present at 



the ordination ceremony together with the General Treasurer, Fr 
Jerzy Sosiński, who then made a canonical visitation of the 
communities in PNG and Australia. In January 2013, in his home 
parish of Wanepap, Kenneth Kaimalan was the second New 
Guinean to be ordained, this time, by Bishop Arnold Orawe. The 
Superior General was represented at the ceremony by Fr Leszek 
Przybylski. In February 2013, Fr Pękala left Wanepap after serving 
as parish priest for ten years. He moved to the Archdiocese of 
Mount Hagen, where he was appointed parish priest of Kindeng, 
which is adjacent to Kuli Parish. He was replaced by Fr Peter Kaupa 
in Wanepap initially as administrator and, 4 months later as parish 
priest. In March 2013, Fr Świerczewski was appointed Vicar 
General of the Archdiocese of Mount Hagen. 

The Father General along with the Michaelite Council Provincials 
visited the PNG parishes: Kuli, Kindeng, Wanepap and Kasap 
between the 15th and 21st of February 2014. They met with Papal 
Nuncio Archbishop Michael Banach and visited the Divine Mercy 
Shrine in Rukus and the Michaelite Religious House in Mount 
Hagen. On the 16th of February, Archbishop Banach celebrated 
Mass in Kuli with Archbishop Young, Bishop Orawe and the 
CSMA provincials. The Gargano pilgrim statue of St Michael for 
the Mount Hagen region was blessed after the Mass. 

In June 2014, the Michalites left Wanepap for good when Fr 
Kaupa, was sent to study MA in Theology in Sydney. In July 2014, 
with the completion of Fr Świerczewski’s third term as Local 
Superior, Fr Pękala assumed the role. In October 2014 Fr Kaimalan 
moved to Sydney to commence Master of Theology studies. In 
December 2014, the peregrination of the statue of St. Michael the 
Archangel in the Archdiocese of Mount Hagen began. At the end 
of the month, Fr Jacek Kokosa came to Mount Hagen for two 
months of pastoral work. 



In October 2015, in the village of Rukus, in the Parish of Kuli, 
where Fr Świerczewski was parish priest, the newly built shrine of 
the Divine Mercy was consecrated by Archbishop Banach. In 
December 2015, at the request of the local ordinary, the Michaelites 
left Kasap Parish and Fr Jaślowski went back to Poland. 

Br Thomas Lasen, after 20 years of being a religious brother 
working in various apostolates, decided to pursue the priesthood. 
He attended the seminary in Port Moresby for three years and was 
ordained a deacon in 2020. The following year Br Thomas was 
ordained a priest on the 7th of July 2021 by Bishop Orawe. 

At present, Michaelites are working in the Mount Hagen Diocese 
in four parishes: 
Mount Hagen Cathedral - Fr Peter Kaupa 
Kuli - Fr Józef Pękala 
Sinsibai - Fr Kenneth Kaimalan 
Minj - Fr Piotr Hadro 
The Divine Mercy Shrine in Rukus - Fr Bogdan Świerczewski 

The Formation House in Mt Hagen has a program for candidates 
and novices. There are six seminarians in two seminaries. 



Australia 

In December 1999, on the occasion of the canonical visitation of 
Father General Fr Kazimierz Tomaszewski, Fr Bieńiek organized a 
meeting with the Archbishop of Sydney Cardinal Edward Clancy, 
during which the conditions agreed upon allowed for the transfer 
of Holy Spirit Parish, North Ryde under the pastoral care of the 
Michaelites. On the 1st of September 2000, Fr Pękala, Fr Stan Kluk 
and seminarians Pawel Kopczyński and Tomasz Pytraczyk arrived 
in Sydney from Poland. George Gorzkowski from Melbourne 
joined them in 2002. George started the production of Paschal 
chocolate lambs for Easter. This became a tradition which was 
quite popular not only with the Michaelite parishes but also in the 
archdiocese and beyond. 

On November 1, 2000, the first Michaelite Religious House in 
Australia was erected in Holy Spirit, North Ryde with Fr Bieńiek as 
the Local Superior and parish priest. The installation ceremony of 
the Michaelite religious community in Sydney, presided over by 
Bishop David Cremin took place on February 18, 2001. On 29 
January 2003, by decree issued on 17 December 2002, the Novitiate 
House was established. 

In 2002 the Congregation began its work in the diocese of Broken 
Bay in Wyoming Parish, where Fr Marek Okarma became parish 
priest and Fr Pękala assistant priest. In May 2003, Fr Pękala left for 
PNG. On September 18, 2005, Pawel Kopczyński was ordained a 
priest in Warsaw, Poland. In 2006, Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
Terrigal became the second parish in Broken Bay to come under the 
care of the Michaelites with Fr Kluk as parish priest. In May 2006, 
Fr Dominik Karnas came to work in Australia and was assigned as 
assistant priest in Terrigal. In the same year, Fr Kopczyński left for 
PNG. In 2007, the community of Michaelites in Australia became 
part of the newly established Delegation "In the Pacific". 



In March 2007, Fr Grzegorz Jaślowski came to Sydney and 
enrolled in an English language course. After 6 months, he took ill 
and had to go back to Poland for treatment. On August 4, 2007, 
George Gorzkowski was ordained by Bishop Anthony Fisher into 
the priesthood at Holy Spirit, North Ryde. 

In July 2008, the Archdiocese of Sydney hosted World Youth Day, 
in which Michaelite parishes were very involved. In September 
2008, Fr Jaślowski returned to Sydney to finish his English 
language course, and after three months he left for PNG. 

In June 2009, several changes took place in the Australian 
community, both in the religious and pastoral functions. The 
congregation terminated the contract of work in the Wyoming 
parish. Fr Okarma was assigned as parish priest of Our Lady Star of 
the Sea, Terrigal with Fr Karnas as assistant. After a 6-year term, Fr 
Okarma was replaced by Fr Jacek Kokosa whose term lasted 6 years 
as well. Fr Kluk was appointed Local Superior and moved to the 
monastery in North Ryde where he also took over the role of parish 
priest. Fr Bieńiek was appointed parish priest of another Broken 
Bay parish: Our Lady of Dolours, Chatswood. Fr Gorzkowski was 
his assistant. The first Australian-born Michaelite Anthony 
Casamento made his perpetual profession in January 2009 and was 
assigned deacon in Chatswood. He was ordained a priest in 2010. 
The Michaelites left Chatswood in May 2010 due to lack of 
candidates for the role of parish priest. In April 2010, Fr Bieńiek 
took part "ex officio" in the proceedings of the 20th General 
Chapter. 

On the 10th of June 2010, Fr Bieńiek was appointed parish priest of 
St Anthony, Clovelly and Fr Kopczyński stayed with him in the 
parish as Prince of Wales Hospital chaplain. On the 1st of July 2013 
Fr Bieńiek moved on to St Michael, Hurstville and Fr Kopczyński 
took over in Clovelly for a term of 6 years. 



In the centenary year 2012 of the death of the Congregation’s 
Founder, Blessed Bronisław Bonawentura Markiewicz, the 
Michaelites took Our Lady of Victories, Horsley Park under their 
care with Fr Karnas as parish priest. Fr Casamento undertook 
coordination tasks in academic pastoral ministry of Catholic youth 
at the Australian Catholic University in the same year. 

On the 19th of June 2013, the six-year-old Delegation of the 
Congregation in the Pacific was elevated to the rank of Vice-
Province with Fr Bieńiek as Superior. After 6 years Fr Kluk took 
over this role. The Vice-Province regularly publishes two 
publications: the annual “MI-CHA-EL”, published since 1995, and 
the quarterly “In Honour of the Angels” since 2011. 

From the 10th – 13th of February 2014, the Conference of Michaelite 
Council Provincials was held at the Australian Catholic University. 
Cardinal Pell presided over the Mass with the Provincials at St 
Michael Hurstville the day before the Conference started. Fr 
Bieńiek was installed as parish priest of St Michael and the new 
Gargano pilgrim statue of St Michael was blessed in the same Mass. 

In 2020, Fr Kopczyński oversaw Terrigal for 12 months and was 
then assigned to the parish of Our Lady of the Rosary, Wyoming. 
The following year Fr Kopczyński became parish priest of St Kevin, 
Eastwood. Thus ends the Michaelite presence in the Broken Bay 
Diocese after 20 years. Fr Thomasz Lepek arrived from Poland in 
November 2022 and has been assisting at St Kevin since then. 

Saint Michael Mission Society 

Since 1995, the Society founded by Fr Bieńiek has been operating in 
Australia with the help of Holy Spirit, North Ryde parishioners. 
The Society organizes financial and material assistance to the 
missions in PNG. Shortly after moving to St Michael Hurstville, Fr 



Bieńiek introduced the Society to parishioners. Pleasingly, the 
Hurstville parishioners were very supportive and eagerly took on 
regular fundraising activities, the 
most notable of which was the 
promotion of the mission in the 
archdiocesan parishes which 
raised $100,000. This paid for the 
treatment of a little girl who could 
not walk and for installation of 
the water system in the seminary. 

Knights and Confraternity of the Scapular of Saint Michael 

As soon as Fr Bieńiek arrived at St Michael 
in Hurstville, he organised the devotion to 
St Michael and the Holy Angels. This very 
quickly became a weekly celebration, and all 
participants and parishioners were 
encouraged to be invested with the Scapular 
of St Michael the Archangel and to become 
members of the Knights of St Michael. The 
names of all those who have been invested 

with the scapular are recorded in the Confraternity Book and 
assigned to one of the Nine Choirs of Angels. This devotion is not 
confined within the parish of St Michael as people from all over 
Australia and the world are now members of the confraternity 
(they are invested with the scapular in their local parish). Over the 
last several years the Knights have been visiting the parish families 
with the pilgrim statue of St Michael from Gargano. The families 
consecrate themselves to St Michael and their homes are placed 
under his protection. Fr Piotr Prusakiewicz CSMA, the 
coordinator of the Confraternity of the Scapular of St Michael, has 
visited the Michaelite parishes several times to give retreats and 
seminars. 



Today, the following parishes in the Sydney Archdiocese are under 
the Michaelites Pastoral Care: 

Holy Spirit North Ryde - Fr Stan Kluk 

Fr Anthony Casamento (residing at North Ryde) Vice President of 
the Australian Catholic University (ACU) 

Our Lady of Victories Horsley Park - Fr Dominik Karnas, Fr Marek 
Okarma 

St Michael Hurstville - Fr Janusz Bieńiek, Fr George Gorzkowski, 
Fr Thomas Lasen 

St Kevin Eastwood - Fr Paul Kopczyński, Fr Tomasz Lepek 

Michaelite Vocation and Formation 

The best way to learn about the Michaelites is to ask a Michaelite! 
All the priests working in our province are happy to share the story 
of our mission, history, and charism. Any young man interested in 
knowing more can contact the Vocations Director or the Superior 
of the Congregation in our region. Our candidates for priesthood 
study in seminaries in Australia and in Papua New Guinea. 



Greetings: Nadia Caravello 

 

Entrance Hymn 

The Splendour of the Father's Rays (Te Splendor et Virtus Patris) 

translated by F.C. Husenbeth sung to OLD 100TH from the 

Genevan Psalter 1551 

 

The splendour of the Father’s rays, 

Thee, our heart’s life, we gladly praise, 

Jesus, our hymns to thee we bring, 

And midst thy prostrate angels sing. 

 

Ten thousand warriors armed on high, 

Embattled angels fill the sky; 

Michael the conquering chief appears, 

On high the glorious cross he rears. 

 

He with salvation’s sign unfurled, 

The dragon down the abyss has hurled, 

The rebels with their chief are driven, 

Scathed by the lightning flash, from heaven. 

 

Then faithful at the chieftain’s side, 

Pursue the hateful king of pride, 

Till from the Lamb a heavenly crown 

Rewards us with unquenched renown. 

 

To God the Father glory give, 



To God the Son through whom we live, 

The like, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 

Which ever was, shall ever be. Amen. 

 

The Introductory Rites 

 

Sign of the Cross and Greeting 

Bishop: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

 

Bishop: Peace be with you. 

All: And with your spirit. 

 

Welcome by Provincial of Michaelite Oceania: Fr Stan Kluk 

 

Penitential Act 

Bishop: Brothers and sisters let us acknowledge our sins, 

and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred 

mysteries. 

All: I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers 

and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my 

thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and 

in what I have failed to do, (all strike their breast) 

through my fault, through my fault, through my most 

grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-

Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my 



brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our 

God. 

 

Bishop: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our 

sins and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: Amen. 

 

Bishop: Kyrie, eleison. 

All: Kyrie, eleison. 

 

Bishop: Christe, eleison. 

All: Christe, eleison. 

 

Bishop: Kyrie, eleison. 

All: Kyrie, eleison. 

 

Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good 

will. 

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 

We give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 

You take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 



For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Collect 

Bishop: Let us pray. Grant us, Lord our God, that we may 

honour you with all our mind, and love everyone in 

truth of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 

Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 

All: Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

 

First Reading  Zep 2:3; 3:12-13 

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah 

 

Seek the Lord all you, the humble of the earth, who obey his 

commands. Seek integrity, seek humility: you may perhaps find 

shelter on the day of the anger of the Lord. In your midst I will 

leave a humble and lowly people, and those who are left in Israel 

will seek refuge in the name of the Lord. They will do no wrong, 

will tell no lies; and the perjured tongue will no longer be found 

in their mouths. But they will be able to graze and rest with no 

one to disturb them. 

 

The word of the Lord. 



All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 145:7-10. R. Mt 5:3 

Cantor: How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is the 

kingdom of Heaven! 

All: How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is the 

kingdom of Heaven! 

 

Cantor: It is the Lord who keeps faith forever, who is just to 

those who are oppressed. It is he who gives bread 

to the hungry, the Lord, who sets prisoners free. 

All: How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is the 

kingdom of Heaven! 

 

Cantor: It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, who raises 

up those who are bowed down, the Lord, who 

protects the stranger and upholds the widow and 

orphan. 

All: How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is the 

kingdom of Heaven! 

 

Cantor: It is the Lord who loves the just but thwarts the path 

of the wicked. The Lord will reign for ever, Zion’s 

God, from age to age. 

All: How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is the 

kingdom of Heaven! 



 

Second Reading 1 Cor 1:26-31 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

 

Take yourselves, brothers, at the time when you were called: how 

many of you were wise in the ordinary sense of the word, how 

many were influential people, or came from noble families? No, it 

was to shame the wise that God chose what is foolish by human 

reckoning, and to shame what is strong that he chose what is 

weak by human reckoning; those whom the world thinks common 

and contemptible are the ones that God has chosen – those who 

are nothing at all to show up those who are everything. The 

human race has nothing to boast about to God, but you, God has 

made members of Christ Jesus and by God’s doing he has become 

our wisdom, and our virtue, and our holiness, and our freedom. 

As scripture says: if anyone wants to boast, let him boast about 

the Lord. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Mt 5:12 

All: Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Rejoice and be glad; 

Your reward will be great in heaven. Alleluia! 

 

Gospel Mt 5:1-12 



Bishop: The Lord be with you. 

All: And with your spirit. 

 

Bishop: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 

Matthew. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat down and 

was joined by his disciples. Then he began to speak. This is what 

he taught them: 

‘How happy are the poor in spirit: 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Happy the gentle: 

they shall have the earth for their heritage. 

Happy those who mourn: 

they shall be comforted. 

Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right: 

they shall be satisfied. 

Happy the merciful: 

they shall have mercy shown them. 

Happy the pure in heart: 

they shall see God. 

Happy the peacemakers: 

they shall be called sons of God. 

Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right: 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you and 



speak all kinds of calumny against you on my account. Rejoice 

and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.’ 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily 

 

Profession of Faith (Apostles’ Creed) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; 

He descended into hell; on the third day He rose again from the 

dead; 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Holy Catholic Church, 

the communion of Saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Bishop: My dear friends, let us pray for the needs of the 



world today and for those called to address those 

needs. 

 

Reader: For our Holy Father, Pope Francis, our Bishop 

Anthony, Bishop Richard who is here with us, all 

Michaelite priests and all clergy. May they lead the 

Church in providing a moral compass for any who 

have lost their way in life. Let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: For all priests and religious of the Michaelite 

Community throughout the world as they celebrate 

the Feast Day of their Founder, and the centenary of 

the canonical recognition of the Congregation of St 

Michael the Archangel. May their vocations be 

strengthened and may they continue to strive to 

follow God’s call to holiness. Let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: For ourselves as followers of the Lord Jesus. May 

our gentle wisdom, pure-heartedness, and humble 

conduct shame the self-interestedness of those who 

are powerful. Let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: For those who have separated Christianity from the 

call to minister to those in need, or who look to the 



Gospel for self-advancement or personal prosperity. 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: For those suffering from the dark forces of physical 

or mental illness, poverty or addiction, depression 

or despair; and for those who work to assist and 

heal them. Let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: For those called to confront the dark forces of evil 

in violence, war, poverty and inequality wherever it 

is found in the world, especially within the current 

situation in the Ukraine. Let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Bishop: Lord God, you revealed through your Son the extent 

of your love and care for all your children, we ask 

you to hear and answer our petitions, which we 

make through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 

Preparation of the Gifts 

 

Offertory Hymn 

Seek, O Seek the Lord 

James Phillip McAuley/Richard Connolly 

 

Seek, O seek the Lord, while He is near; 

Trust Him, speak to Him in prayer, and He will hear. 

 

God be with us in our lives, direct us in our calling; 

break the snares the world contrives, keep us from falling. 

 

Seek, O seek the Lord, while He is near; 

Trust Him, speak to Him in prayer, and He will hear. 

 

God, increase in us the life that Christ by dying gave us. 

Though we faint with mortal strife, His blood will save us. 

 

Seek, O seek the Lord, while He is near; 

Trust Him, speak to Him in prayer, and He will hear. 

 

Strengthen in our hearts the love we owe to one another. 

How can we love God above and not our brother? 

 

Seek, O seek the Lord, while He is near; 



Trust Him, speak to Him in prayer, and He will hear. 

 

Bishop: Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and 

yours may be acceptable to God,the almighty Father. 

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for 

the praise and glory of his name, for our good and 

the good of all his holy Church. 

 

Prayer over the Offerings 

Bishop: O Lord, we bring to your altar these offerings of our 

service: be pleased to receive them, we pray, and 

transform them into the Sacrament of our 

redemption. Through Christ our Lord.. 

All: Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer III 

Bishop: The Lord be with you. 

All: And with your spirit. 

 

Bishop: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

Bishop: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right and just. 

 

Preface 

Bishop: It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, Lord, 



holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through 

Christ our Lord. For through his Paschal Mystery, he 

accomplished the marvellous deed, by which he has 

freed us from the yoke of sin and death, summoning 

us to the glory of being now called a chosen race, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for your 

own possession, to proclaim everywhere your 

mighty works, for you have called us out of darkness 

into your own wonderful light. And so, with Angels 

and Archangels, with Thrones and Dominions, and 

with all the hosts and Powers of heaven, we sing the 

hymn of your glory, as without end we acclaim: 

 

Sanctus 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Bishop: You are indeed Holy, O Lord, and all you have 

created rightly gives you praise for through your 

Son our Lord Jesus Christ, by the power and working 

of the Holy Spirit, you give life to all things and make 

them holy, and you never cease to gather a people 

to yourself, so that from the rising of the sun to its 



setting a pure sacrifice may be offered to your name. 

 

Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you: by the 

same Spirit graciously make holy these gifts we have 

brought to you for consecration, that they may 

become the Body and ✠ Blood of your Son our Lord 

Jesus Christ, at whose command we celebrate these 

mysteries. 

 

For on the night he was betrayed he himself took 

bread, and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing, 

broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT, 

FOR THIS IS MY BODY, 

WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU. 

 

In a similar way, when supper was ended, he took 

the chalice, and, giving you thanks, he said the 

blessing, and gave the chalice to his disciples, 

saying: 

 

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT, 

FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD, 

THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT, 

WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY 

FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 



DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME. 

 

Priest: The mystery of faith. 

Save us Saviour of the world, 

For by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free. 

 

Priest: Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial of 

the saving Passion of your Son, his wondrous 

Resurrection and Ascension into heaven, and as we 

look forward to his second coming, we offer you in 

thanksgiving this holy and living sacrifice. 

 

Look, we pray, upon the oblation of your Church 

and, recognizing the sacrificial Victim by whose 

death you willed to reconcile us to yourself, grant 

that we, who are nourished by the Body and Blood 

of your Son and filled with his Holy Spirit, may 

become one body, one spirit in Christ. 

 

May he make of us an eternal offering to you, so that 

we may obtain an inheritance with your elect, 

especially with the most Blessed Virgin Mary, 

Mother of God, with blessed Joseph, her Spouse, 

with your blessed Apostles and glorious Martyrs, 

with Saint Michael the Archangel, St Mary of the 

Cross MacKillop, Blessed Bronislaw Markiewicz and 

with all the Saints, on whose constant intercession 



in your presence we rely for unfailing help. 

 

May this Sacrifice of our reconciliation, we pray, O 

Lord, advance the peace and salvation of all the 

world. Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity 

your pilgrim Church on earth, with your servant 

Francis our Pope and Anthony our Archbishop, the 

Order of Bishops, all the clergy, and the entire 

people you have gained for your own. Listen 

graciously to the prayers of this family, whom you 

have summoned before you: in your compassion, O 

merciful Father, gather to yourself all your children 

scattered throughout the world. 

 

To our departed brothers and sisters and to all who 

were pleasing to you at their passing from this life, 

give kind admittance to your kingdom. There we 

hope to enjoy for ever the fullness of your glory 

through Christ our Lord, through whom you bestow 

on the world all that is good. 

 

Bishop: Through him, and with him and in him, O God, 

almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever. 

All: Amen. 

 

Communion Rite 



The Lord’s Prayer 

Bishop: At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine 

teaching we dare to say: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

 

Bishop: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously 

grant peace in our days, that, by the help of your 

mercy, we may always be free from sin and safe from 

all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the 

coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 

All: For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

now and forever. 

 

Bishop: Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace 

I leave you, my peace I give you; look not on our 

sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously 

grant her peace and unity in accordance with your 

will. Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

All: Amen. 

 

Sign of Peace 



Bishop: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All: And with your spirit. 

 

Bishop: Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 

All: Peace be with you. 

 

Agnus Dei 

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on 

us. 

Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on 

us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 

 

Bishop: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him, who takes 

away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called 

to the supper of the Lamb. 

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under 

my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be 

healed. 

 

Communion 

 

Communion Hymn 

Take My Life and Let It Be 

Text by Frances Ridley Havergal sung to HENDON by Henri A. 

Cesar Malan arranged M. Rowles/FolkTails Music 

 

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 



Take my moments and my days; let them flow in endless praise, 

let them flow in endless praise. 

 

Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love. 

Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee, 

swift and beautiful for thee. 

 

Take my voice and let me sing always, only, for my King. 

Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from thee, 

filled with messages from thee. 

 

Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my intellect and use every power as thou shalt choose, 

every power as thou shalt choose. 

 

Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne, 

it shall be thy royal throne. 

 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee, 

ever, only, all for thee. 

 

Reflection Hymn 

Be Thou My Vision 

Ancient Irish text translated by Mary Elizabeth Byrne sung to 

SLANE (traditional) arranged M. Rowles/FolkTails Music 

 



Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

naught be all else to me, save that thou art; 

thou my best thought in the day and the night, 

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 

I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord; 

thou my great father and I thy true child; 

thou in me dwelling, and I reconciled. 

 

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight; 

be thou my armour and be thou my might; 

thou my soul's shelter and thou my high tower, 

raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power. 

 

Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise, 

Thou mine inheritance through all my days; 

thou, and thou only, the first in my heart, 

High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 

High King of heaven, when victory is won, 

grant heaven's joy to me, bright as the sun, 

Christ of my own heart, whatever befall, 

still be my vision, O ruler of all. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Bishop: Nourished by these redeeming gifts, we pray, O 



Lord, that through this help to eternal salvation true 

faith may ever increase. Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

The Concluding Rites 

 

Bishop: The Lord be with you. 

All: And with your spirit. 

 

Bishop: Blessed be the name of the Lord. 

All: Now and for ever. 

 

Bishop: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

All: Who made heaven and earth. 

 

Bishop: May almighty God bless you, the Father ✠, and the 

Son ✠, and the Holy ✠ Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

 

Bishop: Go forth, the Mass is ended. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

vg 



Prayer to St Michael 

St Michael the Archangel, defend us in the hour of battle, be our 

safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil; may 

God rebuke him, we humbly pray and do you, O Prince of the 

Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan and all 

the evil spirits who prowl around the world seeking the ruin of 

souls. Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn 

Thee, O Christ, the Father's Splendour 

Text by Rabanus Maurus sung to LAUDA ANIMA by John Goss 

 

Thee, O Christ, the Father’s splendour, life and virtue of the heart, 

In the presence of the angels sing we now with tuneful art, 

Meetly in alternate chorus, bearing our responsive part. 

 

Thus we praise with veneration all the armies of the sky; 

Chiefly him, the warrior primate, of celestial chivalry, 

Michael, who in princely virtue cast Abaddon from on high. 

 

By whose watchful care repelling - King of everlasting grace -  

Every ghostly adversary, all things evil, all things base, 

Grant us of Thine only goodness, in Thy paradise a place. 

 

Laud and honour to the Father, Laud and honour to the Son, 

Laud and honour to the Spirit, Ever Three, and ever One, 

Consubstantial, co-eternal, while unending ages run. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


