
Parish Priest 
Rev Dr Janusz Bieniek CSMA 
Priest Administrator 
Rev George Gorzkowski CSMA 
Parish Office Margaret, Alicja 
MTThF: 10am-12pm 
Volunteers Colleen, Winkie 

Michael, Henry 
Accounts Carmela (volunteer) 
Catechist Coordinator 
Margaret T (volunteer) 
Safeguarding Officer/
Sacramental/RCIA Coordinator 
Valerie (volunteer) 
Mass Schedule 
Saturday (Anticipated Masses): 
5.00pm 
6.30pm Spanish 
Sunday: 
8.00am 
10.00am Family Mass 
12.00pm Cantonese (4th) 
12.15pm Mandarin (1st & 3rd) 
6.00pm Youth Mass 
Monday - Friday: 8.30am 
Saturday: 9.15am 
Thursday (2nd): 
7.30pm Healing Mass 
Friday (1st): 
7.00pm Sacred Heart Mass 
Reconciliation 
Saturday: 9.45am, 4.15pm 
Anointing of the Sick 
Call the priest anytime 
Marriage 
Contact the priest 6 months prior 
Devotions 
Tuesday: 
6.00pm Marian Cenacle 
7.00pm St Michael & Holy Angels 
Thursday: 
10.30am Marian Cenacle Croatian 
Friday: 
10.00am Padre Pio (1st) 
6.00pm Sacred Heart of Jesus (1st) 
Adoration and Holy Mass 
Saturday: 
9.15 am Anointing of the Sick (1st) 

Within the Mass 
9.45am Perpetual Help Novena 
3.00pm Divine Mercy (4th) 
6.00pm Our Lady of Fatima (1st) 
Blessed Sacrament Adoration 
Monday to Friday 
7.30am - 8.30am 
9.00am - 12.00pm 
2.30pm - 3.30pm 
Saturday 
9.45am - 12pm 
Tuesday evening 
6.00pm - 9.00pm 
Friday evening 
7.30pm - 9.00pm 
RCIA 
Tuesdays 8.00pm (except 2nd) 
Legion of Mary 
Wednesdays 7.30pm 
Charismatic Prayer Group 
Thursdays 6.30pm 
RCIA Cantonese 
Sundays 10.30am 
RCIA Mandarin 
Sundays 11.00am (1st & 3rd) 
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Third Sunday of Advent Year C 

ST MICHAEL’S Catholic Church 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Michaelite Fathers 
10 Croydon Road, Hurstville NSW 2220 

Phone: 02 9587 2166 
Email:  office@stmichaelhurst.org.au    Web:  www.stmichaelhurst.org.au 

The pilgrim statue of 
Our Lady of Fatima 

has been visiting the families of our parish 
over many years. The visits may be re-
quested to mark special occasions or when 
special prayers are needed. The statue of 
Our Lady of Fatima stays for a week in 
each home. Please contact the parish office 
to request a visit. 

The Legion of Mary 
Do you want to learn more about the Catholic 

Faith? Enrich your prayer life? Serve Jesus 

in others? Then come and join us! 

Our Lady Gate of Heaven Praesidium 

Wednesdays, 7.30 pm 

old Parish Office 

Bible Diary $18.00  
Daily Mass Book $25.00 

in the Piety Stall 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Friday, 24th December 
6.00 pm Christmas Mass for kids 
7.30 pm - 9.00 pm Adoration 
11.00 pm Carols in the Church 
Saturday, 25th December 
12.00 am Midnight Mass 
8.00 am Christmas Day Mass 
10.00 am Christmas Day Mass 
6.30 pm Christmas Day Spanish Mass 

Support St Michael’s Catholic 
Church by scanning this QR 
code which will take you to 
our Parish Website donation 
page. Thank you! 

The Angelus 

Mass from Monday to Friday 

will be at 8.30 am (not 9.15 am) 

starting Monday, 6th December 

Volunteers! Please sign up in 
the sacristy to serve in the 
Christmas liturgy. Many thanks! 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
“Those who approach the sacrament obtain pardon from 
God’s mercy for the offense committed against him, and 
are, at the same time, reconciled with the Church which they 
have wounded by their sins and which by charity, by exam-
ple, and by prayer labours for their conversion” (1422 CCC). 
 

In other words, the Sacrament of Reconciliation is a Sacra-
ment of healing for the wounds caused by sin and a Sacra-
ment of conversion for our continued spiritual growth. The 
“matter” in the Sacrament of Reconciliation is the penitent’s 
contrition (i.e. sorrow for his or her sins) and the “form” is 
the prayer of absolution (forgiveness) prayed by the priest. 
 

The four basic parts of the celebration of the Sacrament: 
Contrition: a person’s interior attitude of sorrow. 
Confession: a person’s honest telling of sin. 
Absolution: the prayer of forgiveness spoken by the priest. 
Satisfaction: penance for continued healing and conversion. 
 

Reconciliation times: 
Saturdays after the 9.15 am Mass; 4.15 pm 
Before and after every Mass (please approach priest) 

mailto:office@stmichaelhurst.org.au
http://www.stmichaelhurst.org.au/


Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Priest: Today is Gaudete Sunday, a day of rejoicing because 

we have arrived at the midpoint of Advent, with our 

preparation half over and so close to Christmas. With 

the shepherds who first heard of Jesus, we prepare our 

hearts and homes for his birth as we light the rose-

coloured Candle of Joy. (Acolyte lights the first two 

candles and the rose candle). 

Acolyte: Father in heaven, do good and avoid evil is so easy to 

say, yet so hard to put into practice. Be with us in each 

and every moment of every day so that we remain 

blameless and worthy of your coming. 

All: Amen. 

Acolyte: Help us Lord, to spread the joy in our hearts at the 

knowledge of your coming. Remind us to pray without 

ceasing in worship and thanksgiving. 

All: Amen. 

Acolyte: Holy Spirit, guide us so that our lives may testify to the 

wonders and the love of God, so that others might be-

lieve through us. 

All: Amen. 

Priest: Lord God, we beg you to heed our prayers and enlight-

en the darkness of our minds by the grace of your visit-

ation, who lives and reigns forever. 

All: Amen. 

Second Reading Phil 4:4-7 
I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, 
what I want is your happiness. Let your tolerance be evident 
to everyone: the Lord is very near. There is no need to worry; 
but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it 
with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is 
so much greater than we can understand, will guard your 
hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Is 61:1 (Lk 4:18) 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Lk 3:10-18 
When all the people asked John, ‘What must we do?’ he an-
swered, ‘If anyone has two tunics he must share with the man 
who has none, and the one with something to eat must do the 
same.’ There were tax collectors too who came for baptism, 
and these said to him, ‘Master, what must we do?’ He said to 
them, ‘Exact no more than your rate.’ Some soldiers asked 
him in their turn, ‘What about us? What must we do?’ He said 
to them, ‘No intimidation! No extortion! Be content with your 
pay!’ A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, 
who were beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so 
John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but 
someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than I am, 
and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will bap-
tise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in 
his hand to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat 
into his barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never 
go out.’ As well as this, there were many other things he said 
to exhort the people and to announce the Good News to them. 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney Abuse is a crime. The people who deal with crime are the police. If you or anyone you 
know have been abused in any way, please contact the police. You can also contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 
(02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. Your Parish Priest may be able to provide support and guidance. 

The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to alert police about crimes reported to them. 

Many families are in the midst of or are facing serious challenges in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic and need extra 
support but don’t know where to start. Parent Line can help parents by providing support and strategies to manage. Call 
us 7 days a week on Parent Line 1300 1300 52. 

Pray for those who are sick: Eddie Gonzaga, Sarkis Al-Tarraf, 
Mark Marcovic, Connie Demetri, Arze Awad. 
Pray for those who have recently departed from this life: 
Paula Grabar, Michael Khorma, Alex Nuqui, Jovence Delanon, 
Margarida Cameirao, Joseph Park. 
Pray for those whose death anniversary occurs about now: 
Elisa Canoa, Antonio Canoa, Josip Levar, Rita Levar. 
Pray for Joseph George Sakr, Mary Sakr, Lambros Ahilas, and 
the Holy Souls in Purgatory. 
Pray for Shianti Tandiana, Babu Kallarakkal and Marie Lub-
gans on their birthday. 
Pray for Eddie & Josie Gonzaga and Arman & Frances Alonzo 
on their wedding anniversary. 
Offer thanksgiving for the healing of Poppy Samios. 
Thanksgiving is offered by David Harlow and for Ryan and 
other HSC students for coming through their exams. 

First Reading Zep 3:14-18 
Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, Israel, shout aloud! Rejoice, 
exult with all your heart, daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has 
repealed your sentence; he has driven your enemies away. The 
Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst; you have no more 
evil to fear. When that day comes, word will come to Jerusa-
lem: Zion, have no fear, do not let your hands fall limp. The 
Lord your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior. He will 
exult with joy over you, he will renew you by his love; he will 
dance with shouts of joy for you as on a day of festival. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Is 12:2-6 R. v.6 
R: Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the 

great and Holy One of Israel. 
All: Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the 

great and Holy One of Israel. 
 

R: Truly, God is my salvation, I trust, I shall not fear. For 
the Lord is my strength, my song, he became my sav-
iour. With joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation. 

All: Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the 
great and Holy One of Israel. 

 

R: Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name! Make 
his mighty deeds known to the peoples! Declare the 
greatness of his name. 

All: Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the 
great and Holy One of Israel. 

 

R: Sing a psalm to the Lord for he has done glorious deeds, 
make them known to all the earth! People of Zion, sing 
and shout for joy for great in your midst is the Holy One 
of Israel. 

All: Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the 
great and Holy One of Israel. 

Many thanks to all who helped out in getting our Christmas party last Sunday together. We hope that everyone had a lovely 
time! A special shout out to the Filipino Cenacle group who organised entertainment and prepared & cleaned up the hall. 

St Lucy                               Monday 13 December 
St John of the Cross Tuesday 14 December 

The Fruits of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 


