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Dear brothers in ministry and brothers and sisters in Christ  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all in this time of p andemic.  

As priests bid farewell to parishioners today there have been tears and bewilderment. Please assure your people that even as the 
Church cooperates with public health authorities to ensure the safety of all, we will do our best to keep in touch and mainta in (even 
increase) our prayer on behalf of all, our healthcare, education and welfare services, and especially our pastoral care. I tr uly believe 
this is the time for us to shine as a Church.  

It is with heavy heart that I announce that following the new commonwealth and state restrictions on public places, all publi c Masses 
and other communal devotions, whether inside churches or outdoors, are suspended in the Archdiocese from Sydney from 12noon 
until further notice. From now on our focus must be on helping people find ways to pray and nurture their faith from home.  

As you know, we have done our best to maintain the availability of the Mass for as long as possible. But as I noted in my pas toral 
letter of 18 March, the Church in Australia was founded at a time when the Mass could not be celebrated on these shores. Foll owing 
the most recent advice from the commonwealth and state governments it may seem that we are again in that situation. But where  
our forefathers and mothers waited for years to receive the Holy Eucharist, it will be at worst a matter of months for us. Bu t just as 
prayer sustained them through those times, so can it for us today. The spirit of those first Australian Catholics should insp ire us 
through the times ahead.  

“Mass for You at Home” is broadcast on Channel 10 each Sunday from 6am. There are several live -streaming and on-demand services 
for daily Mass both locally and from around the English -speaking world. The cathedral, some parishes and several individual prie sts 
of the Archdiocese are already regularly live -streaming Mass and other devotions; more such initiatives are occurring in respons e to 
the present crisis. Links are available at the Archdiocesan website.  

Clarification has been received from government that, in New South Wales at least, all churches must be closed, even to priva te 
prayer.  

Bishops and priests can still say Mass privately, and the NSW government has confirmed that bishops and priests may use their  
(closed) cathedral or parish church for that purpose and livestream the service.  

There is also a broad exception to these social gathering norms for isolated communities, but this exception does not apply i n the 
Archdiocese of Sydney.  

Private Masses, prayer meetings or other religious activities “for very small groups”  

in people’s homes would seem to be permissible, subject to physical distancing (4 sq meters each), hygiene and related directives 
being carefully observed. When these occur we must be very prudent about how this is communicated and about public perception s 
of favouritism or of flouting public health restrictions. As soon as I can get greater clarity about what is permitted in thi s area, I  will  
share this with you.  

As previously communicated, all but priests are dispensed from attending Sunday Mass: the faithful can keep Sunday holy by se tting 
aside some time for prayer at home, reading the Scriptures of the day, watching Mass on television or online, and/or asking G od for 
the graces they would normally receive in Holy Communion.  

I exhort priests, religious and lay faithful to engage in regular prayer and fasting for those who die, fall sick or are at r isk from COVID
-19, for those caring for the sick, seeking a cure and leading us through this crisis. Priests may offer privately the Mass fo r the Sick, 
the Mass for Any Need or a Votive Mass of Our Lady of Lourdes. Consecrated religious (as well as clerics and lay faithful) ma y pray 
the Divine Office with these particular intentions and add appropriate petitions. All of us can pray the Rosary and other pra yers regu-
larly. The Holy Father and the Bishops Conference are announcing regular times that we might pray together for these intentio ns.  

Though our priests can no longer celebrate Mass  with their people, they can and should celebrate Mass  for their people. Priests are 
exhorted to celebrate daily Mass on behalf of their people whilever public Masses are restricted and churches closed. The Bis hops 
Conference is hoping to have a specific “Mass in Time of Pandemic” approved for use soon.  

The Second and Third Rites of Reconciliation are religious services and are not permitted. Creative responses to church closu res such 
as drive-by Confessions or confessionals set up outdoors (with appropriate respect for privacy) would be subject to the caveats al-
ready noted regarding not drawing crowds, distancing, hygiene etc. The faithful should be advised on the continuing importanc e of 
examination of conscience and making an act of contrition, and that they are dispensed from their annual duties until such ti me as it 
is practicable to fulfil them. Priests may and should respond to individual requests for the Sacrament of Penance, but may no t adver-
tise or open the church for Confessions.  

I continue to entrust you, our Archdiocese and our nation to the intercession of Our Lady, Help of Christians, of Lourdes, an d of 
Good Health.  

Let us pray: O God, healer of all our ills, to whom we turn in this time of distress, grant we pray, in the power of faith, e ternal rest 
to the dead and comfort to those who mourn, health to the sick and peace to the dying, strength to medical workers, wisdom to  
our leaders and a spirit of kindness to us all. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the  unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

Yours fraternally in Christ.  
 

Most Rev. Anthony Fisher OP, DD BA LIB BTheol DPhil  
Archbishop of Sydney  

23 March 2020  
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First Reading Ez 37:12-14 

The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I 

mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead you 

back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the 

Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your 

graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you 

will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you 

will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this – it is the 

Lord who speaks. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 129. R. v.7 

R: With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemp-

tion. 

All: With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemp-

tion. 
 

R: Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, Lord, hear my 

voice! O let your ears be attentive to the voice of my 

pleading. 

All: With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemp-

tion. 
 

R: If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, Lord, who 

would survive? But with you is found forgiveness: for 

this we revere you. 

All: With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemp-

tion. 
 

R: My soul is waiting for the Lord, I count on his word. 

My soul is longing for the Lord more than watchman 

for daybreak. Let the watchman count on daybreak and 

Israel on the Lord. 

All: With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemp-

tion. 
 

R: Because with the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 

redemption, Israel indeed he will redeem from all its 

iniquity. 

All: With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemp-

tion. 
 

Second Reading Rom 8:8-11 

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can nev-

er be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not in the 

unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has 

made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spir-

it of Christ you would not belong to him. Though your body 

may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then 

your spirit is life itself because you have been justified; and 

if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living 

in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life 

to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit living in you. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Jn 11:25. 26 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 

whoever believes in me will not die for ever. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Gospel Jn 11:1-45 

There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of 

Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and Martha, and he was  

ill. – It was the same Mary, the sister of the sick man Laza-
rus, who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet 
with her hair. The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, 
the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus 
said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, 
and through it the Son of God will be glorified.’ Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that 
Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two more days 
before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ The dis-
ciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is not long since the Jews wanted to 
stone you; are you going back again?’ Jesus replied: ‘Are 
there not twelve hours in the day? A man can walk in the 
daytime without stumbling because he has the light of this 
world to see by; but if he walks at night he stumbles, because 
there is no light to guide him.’ He said that and then added, 
‘Our friend Lazarus is resting, I am going to wake him.’ The 
disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he is able to rest he is sure to 
get better.’ The phrase Jesus used referred to the death of 
Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant ‘sleep’, so 
Jesus put it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and for your sake I am 
glad I was not there because now you will believe. But let us 
go to him.’ Then Thomas – known as the Twin – said to the 
other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die with him.’ On arriv-
ing, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four 
days already. Bethany is only about two miles from Jerusa-
lem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to sympa-
thise with them over their brother. When Martha heard that 
Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting 
in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my 
brother would not have died, but I know that even now, what-
ever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said 
Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will 
rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: ‘I 
am the resurrection and the life. If anyone believes in me, 
even though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and be-
lieves in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ ‘Yes, 
Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of 
God, the one who was to come into this world.’ When she 
had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in a 
low voice, ‘The Master is here and wants to see you.’ Hear-
ing this, Mary got up quickly and went to him. Jesus had not 
yet come into the village; he was still at the place where Mar-
tha had met him. When the Jews who were in the house sym-
pathising with Mary saw her get up so quickly and go out, 
they followed her, thinking that she was going to the tomb to 
weep there. Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him 
she threw herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.’ At the sight of her 
tears, and those of the Jews who followed her, Jesus said in 
great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the heart, 
‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 
Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ 
But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of 
the blind man, could he not have prevented this man’s 
death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave 
with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone 
away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this 
is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told you that if 
you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took 
away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: 
‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I knew indeed 
that you always hear me, but I speak for the sake of all these 
who stand round me, so that they may believe it was you who 
sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, 
‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet 
and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his 
face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ Many 
of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what 
he did believed in him. 


