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Opening Hymn: Hosea  

(Children process in with candles, put them down in front of the Altar then go 
and sit with their parents.) 

 

Come back to me with all your heart. 
Don’t let fear keep us apart. 
Trees do bend, ‘though straight and tall; 
So must we to others’ call. 
Long have I waited for your coming home to me 
and living deeply a new life. 
 

The wilderness will lead you 
To your heart where I will speak. 
Integrity and justice 
With tenderness you shall know. 
Long have I waited for your coming home to me 
and living deeply a new life. 
 

You shall sleep secure with peace; 
Faithfulness will be your joy. 
Long have I waited for your coming home to me 
and living deeply a new life. 
 

Welcome (2 Chronicles 7:14) 
 

Priest: If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then 
I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal 
their land. 

 

Priest: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen. 
 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
 

Priest: Welcome to this celebration of the love and mercy of God. 
 

Parents, you come to support your children as they receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation for the first time.  You faithfully presented your children in 

https://dailyverses.net/2-chronicles/7/14


Baptism which conferred Sanctifying Grace and freedom from the yoke of 
Original Sin; now you present them again for the Sacrament which offers 
forgiveness of all sins and healing when approached with humility, honesty, 
contrition and a firm purpose of amendment. 
 

Children, after weeks of preparation, you now stand in joyful anticipation and 
willingness to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  In faith, hope and 
charity, may you continue in your journey as witnesses of Jesus’ redemptive 
passion, death and resurrection. 
All: Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading (15:11-24) 
 

Priest: Let us now listen to the Word of God. 
 

[Please sit] 
 

Reader: The Parable of the Prodigal Son  
 

Then Jesus said, 'There was a man who had two sons.  The younger one said to 
his father, "Father, let me have the share of the estate that will come to me." 
So the father divided the property between them. 
 

A few days later, the younger son got together everything he had and left for a 
distant country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery.  When 
he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he 
began to feel the pinch; so he hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants 
who put him on his farm to feed the pigs.  And he would willingly have filled 
himself with the husks the pigs were eating but no one would let him have 
them. 
 

Then he came to his senses and said, "How many of my father's hired men have 
all the food they want and more, and here am I dying of hunger!  I will leave 
this place and go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of 
your hired men." 
 

So he left the place and went back to his father. While he was still a long way 
off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped 
him in his arms and kissed him.  Then his son said, "Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son." 
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But the father said to his servants, "Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it 
on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring the calf we have 
been fattening, and kill it; we will celebrate by having a feast, because this son 
of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and is found." And 
they began to celebrate.' 
 

Reflection/Teaching by priest 

 

[Please stand] 
 

Examination of Conscience  

 

Priest: Let us remember the goodness of the Lord and tell Him we are 
sorry for our sins and ask for forgiveness. 

 

Laene: Lord, you promise to remain with us until the end of time. For 
the times when we have not remembered to thank you and turn 
to you in prayer. 

All: Forgive us, O Lord. 
 

Emelia: Lord, you command us to honour our father and mother. For the 
times when we have been disobedient. 

All: Forgive us, O Lord. 
 

Zac: Lord, you tell us to love our neighbour. For the times when we 
have been selfish and unkind. 

All: Forgive us, O Lord. 
 

Lucas S: Lord, you said blessed are the peacemakers. For the times when 
we have fought with our brothers, sisters and friends. 

All: Forgive us, O Lord. 
 

Christian: Lord, you ask us to forgive others as you have forgiven us. For 
the times when we have not been ready to forgive others. 

All: Forgive us, O Lord. 
 

Priest: Let us pray.  Almighty and ever-living God, whose mercy knows no 
bounds, may we frequent the Sacrament that reconciles us with 
others, with ourselves and with you.  Open our eyes that we may 
see the wrong things that we do which enslave us and which draw 
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us away from you.  Like the prodigal son, may we have the humility 
to turn back to you and the courage to transform and live again as 
heirs of your kingdom.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 

Act of Contrition 

 

Priest: Let us now make an act of contrition. 
All: O my God, I am very sorry for having sinned against you, because 

you are so good; and with your help I will not sin again.  Amen. 
 

Priest: As renewed and forgiven children of God, we have the courage 
to pray: 

All: Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 

Sign of Peace 

 

Priest: As a sign of our reconciliation and unity with God and each   
other let us offer each other the sign of peace. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

Priest: Children, please come forward for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  I also invite parents and others to avail of the 
sacrament after the children. Please maintain a prayerful silence. 

 

Family Prayer 

 

Priest: Let us now stand and pray. 
All: God our Father, we thank you for the gift of healing to be found 

in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  May we, as a family, 
regularly use this gift which draws us closer to you and to each 
other.  Help us to conform our hearts in accordance with your 
will, encouraging and loving each other unconditionally, in 
imitation of the Holy Family of Nazareth.  Amen. 



 

Concluding Prayer 

 

Priest: We trust in the great mercy of Jesus, who forgives everything if we 
but turn to him in sorrow.  In the Sacrament of Reconciliation you 
have shown contrition for your sins, confessed them, received 
absolution and are now resolved to turn your life around.  We 
thank Jesus for his goodness to us in forgiving our sins and giving 
us new life.  We rejoice in our reconciliation with each other. 

 

Parents and children, you have committed yourselves in the 
presence of God to live justly and to love tenderly.  The journey 
ahead of you will not always be easy.  But remember, God is close 
to those who seek Him with a sincere heart.  So, seek God 
wherever you may be and ask Him to increase your faith and for 
the grace to love him more and more.  

 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 
have the light of life and will never walk in darkness.”  May God’s 
light shine in your lives and be a beacon to those around you. 

All: Amen. 
 

Final Blessing 

 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 
All: And with your spirit. 
 

Priest: May Almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. 

All: Amen. 
 

Priest: Go in the peace of Christ. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer to Saint Michael 

 

Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle, be our safeguard against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil; may God rebuke him, we humbly pray and 
do you, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast into hell Satan 
and all the evil spirits who prowl about the world seeking the ruin of souls.  
Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn:  A New Heart for a New World 

 

Refrain:  
Create a new heart, Holy Lord, beckon our lives through your word, 
open our eyes to your call united as one for your world. 
Heighten our minds to your thoughts, heal us of pride and of hurt, 
may we go forth in your name, we pray our hearts change. 
 

The heart of the cross, lowly and poor, calls us on. 
Lord, it is you promising hope, promising truth. 
Refrain 
 

Restless the hearts who yearn for your peace in this land. 
Deepen the dream, justice brings life, justice redeems. 
Refrain 
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