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 PRAY ER       

TO SAINT    

MICHAEL THE          

A RCHANGEL  

Saint Michael         

the Archangel,      

defend us in battle, 

be our safeguard 

against the         

wickedness and 

snares of the devil; 

may God rebuke 

him, we humbly 

pray and do you,     

O Prince of the    

Heavenly Host,      

by the power of 

God, cast into hell 

Satan and all the evil 

spirits who prowl 

about the world 

seeking the ruin of 

souls.                         

Amen           

St Michael the Archangel, 

A Warrior for Today 

In Honour of the Angels 
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This issue is an appeal to help our container shipment heading      
for the Michaelite Missions in PNG.     

The Saint Michael Mission Society is an organization that was set up in 1996 
by the CSMA to raise money for the missions in Papua New Guinea and to 
help support the priests working there and educate seminarians which is 
affiliated with and approved by the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney.  In 1998 
it was incorporated and granted the status of an Association by the NSW 
Department of Fair Trading. Since May 2000, the Society has been regis-
tered with the Australian Taxation Office and has been allocated with an 
ABN. The main aim of the Society as stated by its Constitution is: To allevi-
ate illiteracy and promote education in the spirit of Christian ideals. In view 
of this, funds are raised to be used for this purpose.  
 

Over 20 years, the work of the Society has provided financially, significant help to Mich-
aelite missionsaries working in PNG. Funds have been collected for young boys who have 
shown signs of religious vocation and to support studies of seminarians in the seminary.   
Of those we supported, two have become Michaelite priests and a few others are Dioce-
san priests in PNG. We are constantly supporting the formation and education of seminar-
ians and priests, providing educational materials for children in the parish schools, medi-
cal supplies to local medical aid posts and others.     
 

In 2018, there have been some changes in the work of the Michaelites in PNG.  As the   
Divine Mercy Shrine has increased in popularity and pastoral activities, Fr Bogdan Swier-
czewski csma was appointed as first Rector of the Shrine by Archbishop, Douglas Young  
As a result, Fr Joseph Pekala csma was appointed the parish priest of Kuli. Fr Piotr Hadro 
csma took over the role of Formation Director as well as management of the Formation 
House and the Monastery, where he lives with Fr Peter Kaupa csma who is continuing his 
role as Administrator of the Cathedral in Mt Hagen.  
 

Since 2009, seven shipping containers have been organised with collection of items to be 
sent to the Michaelite Missions in PNG. These containers helped enormously to furnish 
the Monastery,  parishes, schools and to provide building materials for the Divine Mercy 
Shrine. After a few years break, we are organising another shipping container and to ask 
for your help.  A list of the specific items is included to help to manage and provide for the 
three projects that the Michaelite Missionaries will be working on over the next year.  
 

We are relying on your generosity and support to make these wish lists a reality. This is a 
very practical way of making a big difference to the lives of people who are less fortunate 
than us. Please consider how you might be able to contribute so we can organise a ship-
ment in early 2019. Many thanks for your dedication to this important ministry.  
 
Wishing you all a Blessed Christmas and New Year   CHRISTMAS 
Fr Janusz Bieniek CSMA     PICTURE 

     

Saint Michael Mission Society Works  



 Progress at Divine Mercy Shrine 
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Building of Shrine:    
After the death of Pope John 
Paul II,  Fr Bogdan Swier-
czewski who had recently 
moved to Kuli Parish, set on 
promoting devotions to the 
Divine Mercy.  Inspired by his 
enthusiasm, a group started 
the devotions in the Rukus 
outstation and soon decided 
to build a shrine. What start-
ed as a small chapel, over 

time became a great architectural marvel, due to 
the determination and hard work of the local people who used the local expertise and materials.     
  

Blessing of Shrine 

The Shrine of the Divine Mercy was blessed and officially 
opened on 22nd October 2015 (Feast day of Pope John 
Paul II) by Apostolic Nuncio of PNG, Archbishop Michael 
Banach. Over 3000 pilgrims attended the celebration. Pil-
grims from Sydney Australia attended and from all over 
PNG, who trekked for days to be present. The St Michael 
Mission Society generously supported this project.         
  

Apostolate       
From the beginning, the outstation Rukus became a cen-
tre for prayers and various pastoral activities.  After the 
blessing the shrine started to gain a reputation and be known not only in the Highlands area but all over PNG,     
as a spiritual centre. Fr Bogdan, developed a program for devotions, retreats, seminars, workshops and pilgrimag-
es, which bring various groups from all over PNG. Groups such as religious sisters, priests and devotional groups 
pilgrimage there for spiritual renewal.   

 

Blessing of Rector’s House 
With all the increase in activity, since its opening 
in 2015, there was a necessity to have a perma-
nent priest available at the site. The local people 
began to make plans to build a house for the 
priest.  With help from the Divine Mercy Apos-
tolate Port Moresby, the St Michael Mission So-
ciety and the Archdiocese of Mt Hagen, the new 
house was completed and blessed on 5th Octo-
ber 2018 by Archbishop Douglas Young.     
 

Appeal 
The construction of the house has progressed well, however now we need to make it a 

home for the priest who resides there and the many members of the community who 

visit or simply ‘knock on the door’ looking for a welcoming response. The house is empty so we have a great op-

portunity to furnish it with good, functional equipment for the priest and visitors. There is also a need to build a 

separate facility with kitchen, dining and washing areas for pilgrims.  All these facilities will require electrical lights 

supplied by solar power, but still there will be a need for a generator on standby.  In the vicinity of the Shrine is 

the John Paul II Primary and High Schools would always appreciate school materials. See the list attached for very 

practical ways you can contribute to the purchase of essential furnishings. You might like to team up with other 

members of your parish to make a group contribution to this very worthy cause.  
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 Kuli Parish 
With the plans for             
Fr Bogdan Swierczewski 
to be appointed Rector 
of the Shrine perma-
nently, there was a need 
to fill the position of Par-
ish Priest in Kuli. After 
discussions with the Su-

periors and the Archbishop of Mt Hagen, a decision was 
made that Fr Josef Pekala, after six years as Parish Priest in 
Kindeng, would move to Kuli parish. On 7th October an offi-
cial ceremony of changeover was presided by Archbishop 
Douglas Young. Parishioners of Kuli with great affection and 
sentiment farewelled Fr Bogdan after 11 years as their Parish Priest and at the same 
time, welcomed Fr Josef as their new parish priest.   
 
Kuli Parish is one of the oldest parishes in the Mt Hagen diocese, and most of the parish 
buildings have been built prior to WWII.  Since in the last 10 years, most of the focus was 

on building the Shrine at the outstation of Rukus, all money, time and efforts were directed to this project. 
Kuli parishioners graciously accepted that any improvements in the parish would be postponed. But now, 

we hope to put into action some of those highly needed improvements: 
 

New Church—the church is old and small and barely serves the needs of the 

growing parish. Plans for a new church have been drawn but this ambitious 

project has been postponed until there are funds to complete it. Fr Josef is very 

keen to build a larger church that will provide for current and future genera-

tions. We hope you will partner with us so we can let him know that construc-

tion of the new church can begin. 

The Parish Centre: the presbytery serves as a residence for priests as well as  
an office and a parish meeting place. It has a very simple outdoor kitchen that 
needs major improvement. We have big plans for a functional parish centre 
that includes an office, meeting and resource rooms for the parish. This major 
building restoration project needs funds for the construction of the centre and 
the supply of equipment and materials. What a wonderful opportunity to con-

tribute to the lifeblood of the parish and see the practical benefits of your contributions.   
 

New Presbytery: we dream of being able to construct and furnish a new presbytery that provides dignified 

and functional accommodation for two priests and a seminarian on pastoral placement. Plan should be 

ready soon and we will translate these plans into a wish list of items – all of them basic and essential – to 

which you might like to contribute.  

Old Church: The parish church was 

formerly a school building and the 

two classrooms at the front have 

been repurposed as a library. We 

have ambitious plans to upgrade the 

old church into a literacy centre that 

supports the new church and vital 

educational programs conducted in 

the parish.   

 
Current Church and literacy centre in Kuli Parish 
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St Michael 

Mission Society 

(SMMS) 
 

Supporting the 

missions in PNG and 

Michaelite 

missionaries. If you 

would like to 

become a member 

or make a donation 

contact: 
 

Michaelites Sydney:         

PO Box 6094,      

North Ryde 2113  
 

Michaelites Central 

Coast:  

 PO Box 4, Terrigal 

2260 
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 Monastery and Formation House  

St Therese Formation House  
Located in Rebiamul, in the Catholic Archdiocese of Mt. Hagen, it is a place where 
young men who are wishing to become Michaelites receive assistance in the journey 
of their vocation. The Come & See program is offered to those who are considering 
religious life. The door is always open to them if they wish to spend some time living 
with the community to familiarize themselves with duties of religious life.  There is an 
ongoing program for aspirants to upgrade their level of English in order to meet uni-
versity requirements/levels.  Our seminari-
ans spend their study breaks in this place 
as well.  
 

A proper formation program for those 
who wish to enter the Congregation of                            
St Michael the Archangel, is also offered 
there and includes different stages of                           
formation: postulancy, pre-novitiate and 
novitiate.  Fr Piotr Hadro CSMA oversees 
all the works of the Formation House.  
 

The Formation house (right) was built 25 years ago and has been used extensively and 
now requires major renovation works. Last year a new water system was installed but 
bathroom/laundry and kitchen facilities need to be upgraded. The roof requires major 

restoration works, the whole interior 
needs painting and furnishings in-
cluding office equipment and laptops 
for students.  
 

St Michael Monastery    
This house (left) was opened almost 
10 years ago mostly with the gener-
ous help of the St Michael Mission 
Society. It provides a solemn place for 
the missionary and local priests to 
gather, with each one having room 
accommodation. It has facilities for 

social and rest, but the heart of the house is the large chapel for prayer life, religious 
occasions and recollection days and retreats.  The monastery is well known among 
other missionaries as a place of warm hospitality when they come to town from their 
remote places for supplies or a short break.  The house is still in good shape and only 
requires everyday supplies such as linen, toweling, washing and sanitary products for 
visiting and residing priests.           
 

Michaelite base in Mt Hagen 


