Mary the Holy Mother of God - 1 January 2012

There was a man who had four sons. He wanted his sons to learn not to 5 N
judge things too quickly. So he sent them each on a quest, in turn, to go and look at a pear tree | g N

that was a great distance away. The first son went in the winter, the second in the spring, the third in sum- | ;
mer and the youngest in the fall. When they had all gone and returned, he called them together to describe |
what they had seen. The first son said that the tree was ugly, bent, and twisted. The second son said it was ||
covered with green buds and full of promise. |
The third son disagreed. He said it was laden with blossoms that smelled so sweet and looked so beautiful.
It was the most graceful thing he had ever seen. The last son disagreed with all of them. He said it was ripe
and drooping with fruit, full of life and fulfillment.

The man then explained to his sons, that they were all right, because they had each seen only one season in
the tree’s life. He told them that you cannot judge a tree or a person, by only one season. That the essence
of who they are, and the pleasure, joy and love that come from that life, can only be measured at the end, when all the seasons are up.
Every year is like every season that will be like the constituents that make the whole of my life as designed and destined by God.
Each year is a gift to become what I am created to be. If you give up when it is Winter you will miss the promise of your Spring, the
beauty of your Summer, and the fulfillment of your Fall. Don’t let the pain of one season destroy the joy of all the rest. Don’t judge
your life by one difficult season. If you had a bad year do not be carried away by it, it was only part of what you are for God.
Persevere through the difficult patches and better times are sure to come in time. Aspire to inspire before you expire. L1 v e  §
Love generousl y. C aAnéleavd theerast ko Yrod. HEppiresa Keepskydu sweet, tyiails keep you strong, sorrows
keep you human, failures keep you humble, success keeps you growing, but only God keeps you going. God has given us another
year to become what we are calledtobe. Today ds Feast of " Mary, the Mother of
new year. Our model and strength is Mary our mother who became the mother of God and the best disciple of Jesus by her whole
life not with one or a few incidents of her life. For us too every moment and every year is important for the Lord because each one of
us is so precious to God and we are on the making of God’s perfect children. Happy New Year 2012
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ENTRANCE ANTI PHON:
Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth to the King,
who rules heaven and earth for ever.

Gloria

Al IGIl ory to God in the high
ple of good wil!/l We pr ai
we glorify vyou, we give vy
Lord God, heavenly King, d
Jesus Chri st Only Begotte
Son of the Father, you tak
mercy on us; you take away
our prayer; you are seated
have mercy on wus. For you
alone are the Lord, you a
Christ, with the Holy Spir
Amen .

FI RST READI NG: Number s276: 2
A reading from the book of

The Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘Say this to Aaron and his
sons: “This is how you are to bless the sons of Isracl. You shall
say to them: May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the
Lord let his face shine on you and be gracious to you. May the
Lord uncover his face to you and bring you peace. “This is
how they are to call down my name on the sons of Israel, and I
will bless them.’
The Word of the Lord.
RESPONSORI AL
Response: May
God, be gracious and bless us
and let your face shed its light upon us.
So will your ways be known upon earth

and all nations learn your saving help.
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Resp.

Let the nations be glad and exult
for you rule the world with justice.
With fairness you rule the peoples.
You guide the nations on earth. Resp.
Let the peoples praise you,

O God; let all the peoples praise you.
May God still give us his blessing
till the ends of the earth revere him. Resp.
SECOND READI NGial ati-@ns 4:
A reading from the |l etter
When the appointed time came, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born a subject of the Law, to redeem the subjects of
the Law and to enable us to be adopted as sons. The proof that
you are sons is that God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our
hearts: the Spirit that cries, ‘Abba, Father,” and it is this that
makes you a son, you are not a slave anymore; and if God has
made you son, then he has made you heir.
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The Word of the Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATI ON:
Al l el ui a, alleluia!

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;
now he speaks to us through his Son.
Al l el ui a!
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GoSsSPEL Luke
A reading from the
The shepherds hurried away to Bethle-
hem and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby lying in the manger. When
they saw the child they repeated what
they had been told about him, and eve-
ryone who heard it was astonished at
what the shepherds had to say. As for
Mary, she treasured all these things and |
pondered them in her heart. And the |
shepherds went back glorifying and |
praising God for all they had heard and |
seen; it was exactly as they had been |f
told. When the eighth day came and ! ;
the child was to be circumcised, they gave him the name Jesus,
the name the angel had given him before his conception.

The Gospel of the Lord
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COMMUNI ON ANTI PHON:
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and for ever
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Scripture Readings from Jerusalem Bible published ¢ 1996, 1967 & 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd & Doubleday & Co Inc and are used by permission of the publish-
ers. Psalm texts from The Psalms. A New Testament ¢ 1963 The Grail England. Excerpts from the English Translation of Lectionary for Mass ¢ 1969 and 1981, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. (ICEL); excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal ¢ 1973, ICEL. All rights reserved.




