
 
 
 

 

 

There was a man who had four sons. He wanted his sons to learn not to 
judge things too quickly. So he sent them each on a quest, in turn, to go and look at a pear tree 

that was a great distance away.  The first son went in the winter, the second in the spring, the third in sum-

mer and the youngest in the fall. When they had all gone and returned, he called them together to describe 

what they had seen.  The first son said that the tree was ugly, bent, and twisted. The second son said it was 

covered with green buds and full of promise. 

The third son disagreed. He said it was laden with blossoms that smelled so sweet and looked so beautiful. 

It was the most graceful thing he had ever seen. The last son disagreed with all of them. He said it was ripe 

and drooping with fruit, full of life and fulfillment. 

The man then explained to his sons, that they were all right, because they had each seen only one season in 

the tree‟s life. He told them that you cannot judge a tree or a person, by only one season. That the essence 

of who they are, and the pleasure, joy and love that come from that life, can only be measured at the end, when all the seasons are up. 

Every year is like every season that will be like the constituents that make the whole of my life as designed and destined by God. 

Each year is a gift to become what I am created to be. If you give up when it is Winter you will miss the promise of your Spring, the 

beauty of your Summer, and the fulfillment of your Fall. Don‟t let the pain of one season destroy the joy of all the rest. Don‟t judge 

your life by one difficult season. If you had a bad year do not be carried away by it, it was only part of what you are for God. 

Persevere through the difficult patches and better times are sure to come in time. Aspire to inspire before you expire. Live simply. 

Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly. And leave the rest to God. Happiness keeps you sweet, triails keep you strong, sorrows 

keep you human, failures keep you humble, success keeps you growing, but only God keeps you going. God has given us another 

year to become what we are called to be. Todayõs Feast of "Mary, the Mother of God" is a very appropriate way to begin a 
new year. Our model and strength is Mary our mother who became the mother of God and the best disciple of Jesus by her whole 

life not with one or a few incidents of her life. For us too every moment and every year is important for the Lord because each one of 

us is so precious to God and we are on the making of God‟s perfect children. Happy New Year 2012 to all!! ééé.MM. 
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Mary the Holy Mother of God - 1 January 2012 

Prayers Are Asked For: 
The Deceased: Vittorio Di Loreto, Noah Sole, 

Christian Sole, George Spiteri, Intentions of the 

Croation Prayer Group, Triolo & Miuccio Fami-

lies, Kathleen & Alan Mercer, Boyle & Mercer 

Families, Tracey & Kelly Families, Frank & 

Lillian Lucas, Ken Lucas, Herbert & Dora Chris-

tensen, Jennifer Meredith, George & Josephine 

Cowell, Joe George Sakr & the Holy Souls that 

have no one to pray for them, Lillian Irene 

Forde. 
 

Recently Deceased: Peter Furey, Cecile Pineba-

Famisan, Pamela Ryan, Agnes Colussi, Fr. James 

Doyle, Domenico Colubriale, Paul Borg, Es-

peranza Grivas, Grace Karbowiak, Ted Scott. 
 

The Sick: Sr. Clara, Anka Radocaj, Helen Azizi, 

Zlata Radakovich, Billy Ma, Eris Bobbin, John 

Humphreys, Paula Chow, Linda Sze Tu, Mary 

Succar, Nelson Chan, Elgine Kelly, Maria 

Coogan, Colleen Nott, Neale Ward,  Geraldine 

Tallentyne, Gavin Liu, Maria Barton, Tristan 

Guo, Ada Read, Sheila O‟Donovan, Helen 

Grygierski, Tommy & Duante Gouveia, Xie 

Xiao Xing, Peter Li, Conrad Walker, Mary 

Dineen, Freiloquio Fernandes, Charles Latimer, 

John Paul, George Coaker, Poppy Natalizi, Jack-

ie Fossey, Fr Ron Harden, Doris Hayes, Patricia 

Morris, Noreen Moran, Alvin Lai, Flora Caranto, 

Sr Celine Auton, Jabbour Azizi, Joe Grima, 

Imelda Fleming, Michele Edwards, Girolomo 

Troiano, Lucy Malley, Lorraine Parker, Colin 

Graham. 

Thank you to all who assisted with and participated in 

the Masses over Christmas & New Year.  

May 2012 bring Peace, Joy and Happiness to all  

¸Ùd²ÎÈÍÆÊÑ̃ØdÕÆ×ÎØÍÎÔÓÊ×ØpdËÆÒÎÑÎÊØdÆÓÉdË×ÎÊÓÉØr 

 

Hospital Visits:    Nino Soccio 



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:   

Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth to the King, 

who rules heaven and earth for ever. 

 

Gloria 

All: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to peo-

ple of good will.  We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, 

we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.  Lord 

Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, have 

mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive 

our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, you 

alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:           Numbers 6:22-27 

A reading from the book of Numbers 

The Lord spoke to Moses and said, „Say this to Aaron and his 

sons: “This is how you are to bless the sons of Israel. You shall 

say to them:  May the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the 

Lord let his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  May the 

Lord uncover his face to you and bring you peace.  ”This is 

how they are to call down my name on the sons of Israel, and I 

will bless them.‟ 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:     Ps 66:2-3. 5. 6. 8 

Response:  May God bless us in his mercy. 

God, be gracious and bless us 

and let your face shed its light upon us. 

So will your ways be known upon earth 

and all nations learn your saving help.       Resp. 

 

Let the nations be glad and exult  

for you rule the world with justice.  

With fairness you rule the peoples.  

You guide the nations on earth.           Resp. 

 

Let the peoples praise you,  

O God; let all the peoples praise you.  

May God still give us his blessing  

till the ends of the earth revere him.        Resp. 

 

SECOND READING:       Galatians 4:4-7 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians 

When the appointed time came, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman, born a subject of the Law, to redeem the subjects of 

the Law and to enable us to be adopted as sons. The proof that 

you are sons is that God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts: the Spirit that cries, „Abba, Father,‟ and it is this that 

makes you a son, you are not a slave anymore; and if God has 

made you son, then he has made you heir. 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;  

now he speaks to us through his Son.  

Alleluia! 

 

 

Scripture Readings from Jerusalem Bible published c 1996, 1967 & 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd & Doubleday & Co Inc and are used by permission of the publish-

ers.  Psalm texts from The Psalms. A New Testament c 1963 The Grail England. Excerpts from the English Translation of Lectionary for Mass c 1969 and 1981, International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.  (ICEL); excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal c 1973, ICEL.  All rights reserved. 

GOSPEL:               Luke 2:16-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

The shepherds hurried away to Bethle-

hem and found Mary and Joseph, and 

the baby lying in the manger. When 

they saw the child they repeated what 

they had been told about him, and eve-

ryone who heard it was astonished at 

what the shepherds had to say. As for 

Mary, she treasured all these things and 

pondered them in her heart. And the 

shepherds went back glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and 

seen; it was exactly as they had been 

told.  When the eighth day came and 

the child was to be circumcised, they gave him the name Jesus, 

the name the angel had given him before his conception. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

 

THE NICENE CREED: 

All:  I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.  I believe 

in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages.  God from God, Light 

from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were 

made. For us men and for our Salvation he came down from 
heaven,  (At the words that follow up to and including and be-

came man, all bow.)  and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of 

the Virgin Mary, and became man.  For our sake he was cru-

cified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was bur-

ied, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the 

Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 

judge the living and the dead and His kingdom will have no 

end.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Fa-

ther and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets.  I believe in one, holy, catholic and ap-

ostolic Church.  I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and 

the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and for ever 

 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSION:  Wednesday 1 February 

2012 at 7.30pm, presbytery meeting room. 

 

The next St Michaelôs ñ1st Friday of the Month Massò, will be 

held at 7pm on Friday 3 February 2012.  All invited to attend. 

 

THE PARISH OFFICE will re-open this Tuesday 3 January 

2012. 

 

NEW ROSTERS for - ACOLYTES, SPECIAL MINISTERS & 

LECTORS are now available for collection from the Sacristy. 

 

ST MICHAELôS MEDITATION will re-commence in the New 

Year at 8am on Saturday 14 January 2012.  All welcome. 
 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


